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Brethren, historically speaking, the New Testament Church of God has always taken a 
stance of pacifism, you might say, on the subject of military service, war, or even the 
use of lethal force in self-defense.  Now, this can be a perplexing subject at times for 
some looking at it because, if you look at the New Testament, you see a very consistent 
picture of, again, a philosophy of pacifism on the particular subject.  However, if you 
look in the Old Testament, you’re going to find examples of Ancient Israel going to war.  
You’re going to find rules of war.  You’re going to find times when they were given 
instructions to go in and invade and kill everything that breathes. 
 
So, that can be, again, a perplexing subject on this particular subject, and particularly in 
times past where there have been drafts like in the U.S. and other countries where 
Christians have taken the position of being a conscientious objector.  That’s one the 
things they’re always confronted with.  “Wait a minute.  You’re telling me the Bible says 
not to do this.  What about all of these examples in here of Israel going to war and 
brutally fighting their enemies?  How do you explain all that?” 
 
What I’d like to do today is take a look particularly at this subject and see what the Bible 
has to say on this so we can understand kind of what these seeming contradictions, 
what the answer is to this from a biblical perspective.  So, if you’d like a title for the 
sermon, it’s: 
 

Military Service, War, and the Use of Lethal Force 
 

The concepts here apply to all of these, not just being in a part of an army, but also the 
use of lethal force in self-defense. 
 
Now to start off with, I think first of all we should cover a basic concept of Christianity.  
What I mean by that is it’s a fundamental concept of Christianity that we have to look to 
God to show us the right way to live.  In other words, what we tend to think in our own 
human reasoning oftentimes tends to lead us in the wrong direction.  What can seem 
very logical and very rational to us can oftentimes be the wrong conclusion. 
 
So, to start off with, let’s turn over to Proverbs chapter 14.  We’re just going to see a 
couple of real basic scriptures here.  Again, just a fundamental concept, you might say, 
of the whole premise of Christianity.  It’s Proverbs 14 and we’ll start in verse 12.  It says, 
 

Proverbs 14:12.  There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way 
of death. (NKJV) 

 
In other words, oftentimes with our physical reasoning, with our human nature, 
sometimes we can look at subjects and what seems very logical and reasonable to us 



doesn’t lead us in the right direction.  To validate that mankind oftentimes gets the 
wrong conclusions, all you have to do these days is watch the news.  Just watch what’s 
going on in our country and all throughout the world. 
 
Not only that, just study world history.  What tends to happen?  Oftentimes even with 
the best of intentions what do we create?  Oftentimes a colossal mess!  If you could just 
look at the mess we’ve made of this country and the world in general.  Just study world 
history.  If you’ve ever taken a world history class at a university, what oftentimes is the 
whole subject about?  It oftentimes can be described as the study of war because it’s 
one battle and how evil mankind has been to each other all throughout history.  And 
that’s in different nations, in different cultures, speaking different languages with 
different races.  Regardless of what forms of government they tend to use, it always 
tends to kind of go the same way.  We always tend to create colossal problems 
because the fundamental issue is we as physical human beings oftentimes don’t have 
the right answers.  We think we do.  We may have the best of intentions, but we 
oftentimes make a mess of things. 
 
And just to validate this concept, turn over to Isaiah chapter 55 and we’ll start reading in 
verse 6.  It says: 
 

Isaiah 55:6.  Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is 
near.  
7) Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him 
return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon.  
8) "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," says the 
Lord.  
9) "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. (NKJV) 

 
And I start off here because in looking at this subject and lots of biblical subjects, we 
have to start off with the biblical premise that we don’t know the right way.  In other 
words what may seem confusing or difficult to us, we have to look at this understanding 
that God knows the right way.  He is our Creator.  He made the whole human 
experience and it is He alone who has the right way and He can show us the right way 
to live. 
 
So, with that particular concept in mind, let’s look at this subject. And, as I mentioned, 
when you look at the examples in the Old Testament versus the New Testament, this 
subject can seem very confusing because you can look through the Old Testament and 
see examples where Israel went to war oftentimes with instructions of “When you 
invade here, kill everything that breathes.  Leave nothing alive.”  You’ll see rules of war 
defined.  But when you get the New Testament, you see very much a philosophy on the 
subject of pacifism and that can cause one to scratch their head and go wait a minute, 
how does this make sense?  How does the same God do both of these? 
 



Well, to understand that, we have to understand what the original intention was here.  
And we also have to understand some basic differences between an Old Covenant 
arrangement and a New Covenant arrangement.  Now with Ancient Israel and the Old 
Covenant, this was purely a physical deal.  In other words, the holy spirit and salvation 
were not on the table for the vast majority of everyone God was working with.  There 
were a few exceptions of people throughout the Old Testament that were given the 
opportunity for salvation.  But, by and large, this was for a physical nation basically just 
to operate a physical society.  This was not about learning God’s mind and being 
potentially born into His family and given the power of being a God-being.  That was not 
on the table.  This was simply about a physical society. 
 
It was also as a result of the fact that the holy spirit was not available that it was a very 
hard-hearted society.  Because let’s face it, what changes our mind and our heart and 
makes us think more like God and have a converted attitude?  It’s God’s holy spirit.  
And without that, this was a people that were not going to change that much because, 
again, they were very hard-hearted.  The concept I’m getting at here is there were times 
where God basically made concessions (understanding He was dealing with a very 
hard-hearted society of people) in how He handled them.  We have to understand that 
was a concept that took place because what we’re going to see is this is a fundamental 
aspect to understanding the issue of war with Ancient Israel. 
 
But just to establish this concept, turn with me over to Matthew 19.  Matthew 19, we’re 
going to briefly look at the subject of divorce and remarriage.  Now, let me give a 
disclaimer before I go into this subject.  It’s not my purpose today to in any way 
thoroughly cover the subject of divorce and remarriage.  I’m merely just hitting on a few 
points here to establish the concept that there were times where God actually states 
that He basically made concessions, you might say, in how He handled Ancient Israel 
because of the hardness of their hearts.  So, if you look at Matthew 19, we’ll start in 
verse 1. 
 

Matthew 19:1.  Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, 
that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan.  
2) And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.  
3) The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?"  
4) And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made 
them at the beginning 'made them male and female,'   
5) and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?   
6) So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate."  
7) They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away?" (NKJV) 

 
Now notice Christ’s answer to this question. 



 
Matthew 19:8.  He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness of your 
hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  
9) And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced 
commits adultery." (NKJV) 

 
Now again, it’s not my purpose today to cover all that the Bible has to say about divorce 
and remarriage, but notice the concept of what Christ is putting across here.  He’s 
saying, “Our original intention …. This is not what We originally intended to do with 
Ancient Israel.  This was a concession because We were dealing with a very hard-
hearted society that was not being offered God’s spirit to change their mind and their 
character.  So, this was basically done as a concession, being compassionate to a 
hard-hearted society.”  But He’s explaining, “Now that We’re in the New Covenant and 
the holy spirit is being made available, We’re going back to the rules as what they were 
originally intended.”  That’s basically what He’s explaining. 
 
And again, the only reason I’m covering this is, again, to establish a precedence where 
there were subjects like this where God handled it like this because of a hard-hearted 
society He was dealing with, because this is key in understanding what took place in the 
Old Covenant and why He at times communicated Israel to go into war because what 
we’re going to see here when we go through this subject in detail, this was not at all His 
original intention in dealing with Ancient Israel.  So to understand that, let’s turn back to 
Exodus chapter 14.  We’re going to go through this to see what God was originally 
trying to accomplish with Ancient Israel on this subject 
 
Before we do that I just want to summarize some of the history here I think we’re 
probably familiar with.  As you know Ancient Israel basically grew as a nation of the 
descendents of Jacob whose name was later changed to Israel in Egypt.  And, as they 
became a very large population, the Pharaoh there basically saw this and said, “We had 
better do something about this.”  Then they wind up enslaving the people. 
 
Over time the people cried out to God over the burdens of slavery, asking Him to deliver 
them.  Well, God sends them Moses to be able to lead them out of that and get them 
free from slavery.  But what happens here is Moses and Aaron don’t go to the people, 
“Hey, let’s all have an armed revolt.  Let’s everybody take up arms and let’s plan our 
strategy and let’s have a rebellion and get free from here.”  That’s not what happens. 
 
God sends Moses and Aaron.  And they go and basically talk to Pharaoh to negotiate 
their release.  As you know, this plays out over an elaborate process.  And God winds 
up bringing a number of plagues upon Egypt and basically winds up just leveling the 
nation to their knees from the effects of all that happened to them throughout the 
plagues. 
 
Then eventually, after the death of the firstborn, Pharaoh basically just kicks them out at 
that point.  It’s like, “We’re tired of this.  You guys just pack your stuff and get out of 



here.  We’re tired of all the trials that are being brought upon us.”  God even brings it 
about where Egypt basically spoils them with all their goods and such.  So, they walk 
out with all the treasures with them as they’re leaving. 
 
Then Pharaoh decides later, because God hardens his heart, to send his army after 
them.  Realize through this whole time never have they had to take up arms and fight 
the Egyptians.  Now, they’re basically in a situation where the most powerful army in the 
world (certainly that part of the world, if not the entire world at that time) is now barreling 
down upon them with all their armaments to attack them. 
 
So, let’s pick up the story now in Exodus 14:10.  It says: 
 

Exodus 14:10.  And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their 
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid, 
and the children of Israel cried out to the Lord. (NKJV) 

 
Now realize the situation that they’re in.  They’ve got mountains on two sides of them, a 
sea in front of them, and a pursuing army behind them.  They’re sitting ducks.  That’s 
basically what’s playing out here. 
 
Now notice in verse 11: 
 

11) Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring 
us up out of Egypt?  
12) Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians'? ... (NKJV) 

 
That’s funny.  That’s not what they were saying before.  They were saying, “We’d love 
to get out of here.” 
 

12b) ... For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we 
should die in the wilderness." (NKJV) 

 
But now notice here this is going to be an important theme throughout looking at this 
subject.  Israel had great difficulty having faith and being consistent in looking to God.   
If you’re going to take a philosophy of pacifism, that God is basically going to fight your 
battles and you’re trusting in Him, that’s a very vulnerable place to be in.  That requires 
faith in an individual.  If you’re looking to an invisible God that you can’t even see to be 
your protector, that requires faith in Him to have that kind of relationship. 
 
What we’re going to see here is that Israel had very consistent problem with this.  
Understand the context of this.  They’ve just marched out of Egypt.  They’ve watched all 
these plagues come about.  They’ve watched the death of the firstborn and them being 
spared.  They’ve been released from slavery. The Egyptians have given them all of 
these goods as they’re taking off.  They’ve watched a lot of stuff happen here, but what 



we’re going to see is every time things got difficult and life got hard for them, their 
attitude was “God brought us out here to kill us.  He’s being mean to us.  We should 
have just died in Egypt.”  We see that theme happening again and again and again 
because they had great difficulty having faith in God throughout all of this. 
 
But notice in the setting here what they’re told because they have an army barreling 
down upon them with intent to destroy them.  This is in verse 13. 
 

13) And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.  
14) The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace." (NKJV) 

 
What is he telling them?  He’s telling them to be pacifists.  In other words, “You sit back.  
You trust in God.  You don’t have to go to battle with them.  You let God take care of 
this for you.”  That’s what he’s telling them.  And notice what happens here in verse 15. 
 

15) And the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of 
Israel to go forward.  
16) But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And 
the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.  
17) And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and 
his horsemen.  
18) Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained honor 
for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen."  
19) And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind 
them.  
20) So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus 
it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so 
that the one did not come near the other all that night. (NKJV) 

 
In other words, God is intervening to protect them because this army wants to basically 
destroy them.  Verse 21: 
 

21) Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the 
sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry 
land, and the waters were divided.  
22) So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and 
the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  
23) And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all 
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.  
24) Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the Lord looked down upon 
the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the 
army of the Egyptians.  



25) And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; 
and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord fights for 
them against the Egyptians." (NKJV) 

 
Even the Egyptians realized who they were fighting against! 
 

26) Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the 
waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their 
horsemen."  
27) And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning 
appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into 
it. So the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.  
28) Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the 
army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them 
remained.  
29) But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and 
the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  
30) So the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.  
31) Thus Israel saw the great work which the Lord had done in Egypt; so the 
people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord and His servant Moses. (NKJV) 

 
Now notice they’ve had the most powerful army in the world at that time coming down 
upon them.  They didn’t have to lift a finger to fight them.  He said, “Stand still and see 
the salvation of the Lord.”  They did and God wipes out their army and they [the 
Israelites] walked away never having had to be part of the battle. 
 
But notice when this started off, they had a great of trouble having faith in God.  Each 
time they’re delivered and they see that God conquers, “Oh yeah.  We believe in God.  
We believe in His servant Moses.  This is great.”  But every time, the next time any 
adversity comes, “God has brought us out here to kill us.  He’s being mean.  He’s 
deserting us.  Why didn’t we just die in Egypt?”  Because this same problem keeps 
playing out again and again. 
 
If you’re going to take a position of being a pacifist, trusting in a God that you cannot 
see when your life is on the line, that requires a great deal of faith.  That’s extreme 
vulnerability if you think about that.  So you can see here in them having this ongoing 
problem that this helps us understand what plays out here. 
 
Now turn over to Exodus 16.  What we’re going to see here is this ongoing issue of 
them having trouble having faith in God.  It’s Exodus 16 and verse 1. 
 

Exodus 16:1.  And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land 
of Egypt.  



2) Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel [murmured] against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.  
3) And the children of Israel said to them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate 
bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger." (NKJV) 

 
So, here we are again.  “God’s just being mean to us.  He’s deserted us.  He’s brought 
us out here to kill us.”  They’ve watched all the miracles that took place in Egypt even 
before they left.  They have watched the sea be parted into walls of water on both sides 
of them.  They’ve walked through on dry land.  They watched the chariots and the 
wheels of the chariots fall off.  They watched the water fall back over and drown the 
Egyptians.  It’s been miracle after miracle and still there is no real faith and trust in God.  
So, they’re looking here basically for hunger saying, “God’s just brought us out here to 
starve us to death.” 
 
We’re going to skip over the rest of the story, but what the rest of this chapter tells us is 
this is where God instituted bringing in manna to feed them.  So, now also understand 
that this is a people that bread falls from the sky every day to feed them.  They daily 
have a miracle now where they’re seeing God feed them supernaturally in addition to 
everything else that has happened.  But notice, again, this ongoing problem of trusting 
in God to be their protector, to take care of them. 
 
Turn over now to Exodus chapter 17 and we’ll see this theme playing out again.  And, 
again, keep in mind that this is a people that every day they get fed; they get up in the 
morning and bread falls from the sky.  This is a daily event for them.  In Exodus 17:1. 
 

Exodus 17:1.  Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their 
journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the Lord, 
and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink.  
2) Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we 
may drink." So Moses said to them, "Why do you contend with me? Why do you 
tempt the Lord?"  
3) And the people thirsted there for water, and the people [murmured] against 
Moses, and said, "Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and 
our children and our livestock with thirst?" (NKJV) 

 
So now they have food every day, but “I don’t have water.  So, God’s going to kill me.”  
And you have the same ongoing problem. 
 
But notice also the pressure that they’re putting on Moses, the pressure he’s under to 
appease these feelings.  Look in verse 4. 
 

4) So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me!" (NKJV) 

 



Notice he has this large multitude of people, probably in the millions, and they’re all 
looking to him like “It’s all his fault!  This guy led us out here.  Let’s kill him.”  So 
understand the pressure that he is under to appease this.  Then in verse 5: 
 

5) And the Lord said to Moses, "Go on before the people, and take with you 
some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you 
struck the river, and go.  
6) Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did 
so in the sight of the elders of Israel.  
7) So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the 
contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, 
"Is the Lord among us or not?" (NKJV) 

 
Again, they had trouble even believing God was among them.  Where is that bread 
coming from every day that falls out of the sky?  Obviously, God is with them, but, this 
ongoing problem that they’re having in believing God. 
 
And I emphasize that because we’re going to notice in their actions in the next few 
verses here because this is the next time they see an army coming up against them.  
And let’s lets notice how they handle it because realize they’re having great trouble 
having faith in God and looking to Him to take care of them.  And that’s been evidenced 
again and again and again even just over feeding them even though miracles are 
happening on a daily basis to take care of them. 
 
This is chapter 17 verse 8. 
 

8) Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.  
9) And Moses said to Joshua, "Choose us some men and go out, fight with 
Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my 
hand."  
10) So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.  
11) And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when 
he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.  
12) But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, 
and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and 
the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of 
the sun.  
13) So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.  
14) Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and 
recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven."  
15) And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-Banner;   
16) for he said, "Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation." (NKJV) 



 
Now notice in this situation, it doesn’t recount that God told Moses and them to take up 
arms and go after them.  We have Moses basically saying, “Okay guys.  Let’s just take 
up arms and go after them and fight.” 
 
Now notice they’ve had ongoing problems with faith in God and in trusting Him to be 
their protector because if you’re sitting here and you’re seeing an army coming after 
you, that is a very vulnerable place to be in.  It takes faith to look at an invisible God as 
going to protect us from this.  It’s easier to take matters into our own hands because 
that’s what we as human beings want to do.  If we have trouble believing in God, “Well, 
I’ll solve the problem myself.  I’ll take it upon myself to handle that.”  That’s naturally 
what we want to do as physical human beings and that’s what was playing out here 
because if you notice the subject was revisited again even after all of this at Mount 
Sinai. 
 
If you would, turn over to Exodus chapter 23.  When they get to Mount Sinai and God is 
basically hashing out the deal with them for the Old Covenant arrangement, He defines 
for them exactly how He plans on enabling them to take over the Promised Land and 
how He was going to drive the Canaanites and others out of that land.  And it’s very 
consistent with exactly what He told them when they were dealing with the Egyptians.  
“Stand still and see the deliverance of the Lord.”  He would fight for them; is basically 
what He’s doing.  So He’s revisiting this subject again trying to get this point across to 
them.  So, if you pick up in Exodus 23 in verse 20, it says: 
 

Exodus 23:20.  Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and 
to bring you into the place which I have prepared.  
21) Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not 
pardon your transgressions; for My name is in Him.  
22) But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an 
enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. (NKJV) 

 
Notice the conditions here.  If Israel continues to obey Him consistently, He’s going to 
fight their battles for them.  They can hold their peace and He’s going to deliver them, 
but we know from history that Israel had a horrible time and a horrible track record 
keeping up their end of the deal.  They didn’t consistently obey Him for any length of 
time because even after they took over the Promised Land, you could see they were 
constantly going in and out of captivity.  Why?  Because they were always turning 
against God, worshipping other gods, violating the Sabbath, worshipping idols.  They 
never consistently obeyed God.  But He’s telling them, “If you will obey Me, I’m going to 
be an enemy to your enemies.  I’m going to fight your battles for you.”  And if we 
continue on reading, He defines exactly how He’s going to drive the Canaanites out of 
the Promised Land. 
 
In verse 23: 
 



23) For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the 
Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; 
and I will cut them off.  
24) You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to 
their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their 
sacred pillars.  
25) "So you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your 
water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you.  
26) No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the 
number of your days. (NKJV) 

 
Now notice the next couple of verses here because He defines exactly how the 
Canaanites will be run out of the land.  In verse 27: 
 

27) "I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion among all the people to 
whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.  
28) And I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivite, the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you.  
29) I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become 
desolate and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.  
30) Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased, 
and you inherit the land.  
31) And I will set your bounds from the Red Sea to the sea, Philistia, and from 
the desert to the River. For I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, 
and you shall drive them out before you.  
32) You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.  
33) They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if 
you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you." (NKJV) 

 
Now notice He defined exactly how they were going to be driven out and it wasn’t Israel 
having to go in and conquer them.  It was “As long as you obey Me and you look to Me 
to fight your battles, I’m going to drive them out with hornets.  And I’ll drive them out 
before you get there and you’ll be able to come in, destroy the idols, get rid of the 
paganism and consistently obey Me.  You won’t have to go to war.  You won’t have to 
fight these battles.” 
 
As we can see, Israel’s track record in fulfilling their agreement to consistently obey God 
so He would fight their battles for them, is a horrible track record.  They didn’t have faith 
in Him, even in just trusting Him to feed them.  Even though bread is falling out of the 
sky every day, they’re constantly complaining, “Oh, God’s just trying to kill us.  He’s not 
there for us.  We’ve got to depend upon ourselves.  Oh, if we just died in Egypt!”  
Because they can’t just look to God to take care of them.  Because, again, to have that 
kind of relationship with a God you can’t see requires faith and trust in Him.  If your own 
life is on the line, that’s a vulnerable place to be.  That takes a lot of faith and trust in an 
individual. 
 



As a result of this ongoing problem they had, God winds up making a concession with 
them very similar to what we saw with divorce and re-marriage.  If you would, turn over 
to Deuteronomy chapter 20.  We’ll see He eventually defined rules of war for them 
because Israel insisted on doing a lot of this themselves.  He basically says, ‘Okay, if 
you’re going to do it that way, I’m going to define the rules of war of how we can do 
this.” 
 
Because an important thing to remember here is the reason they were getting the 
Promised Land was because of God’s promises to Abraham.  God had promised 
Abraham that his descendents would become as the sands of the sea and He would 
give these great blessings to them.  By the time God and Abraham were through with 
this deal, it was an unconditional promise.  So God had already promised that Israel 
would receive this land one way or the other.  And it being unconditional, He had to 
make good on his end of the deal. 
 
So that had to be brought about one way or another and this was a country that 
wouldn’t faithfully look to Him to fight their battles.  So He had to deliver this in one way 
or another. It winds up being that this was done through military means.  So in 
Deuteronomy 20 verse 1: 
 

Deuteronomy 20:1.  "When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see 
horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of 
them; for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up from the land of 
Egypt.  
2) So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall 
approach and speak to the people.  
3) And he shall say to them, 'Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle 
with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not 
tremble or be terrified because of them;  
4) for the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your 
enemies, to save you.'  
5) "Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: 'What man is there who 
has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate it.  
6) Also what man is there who has planted a vineyard and has not [yet] eaten of 
it? Let him [also] go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another 
man eat of it.  
7) And what man is there who is betrothed to a woman and has not married her? 
Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man 
marry her.'  
8) "The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'What man is there 
who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart 
of his brethren faint like his heart.'  
9) And so it shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that 
they shall make captains of the armies to lead the people.  



10) "When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to 
it. (NKJV) 

 
Notice in cases we could say, “If you can make peace with him and not have to do the 
battle, do that.”  In verse 11: 
 

11) And it shall be that if they accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then 
all the people who are found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve 
you.  
12) Now if the city will not make peace with you, but war against you, then you 
shall besiege it.  
13) And when the Lord your God delivers it into your hands, you shall strike 
every male in it with the edge of the sword.  
14) But the women, the little ones, the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its 
spoil, you shall plunder for yourself; and you shall eat the enemies' plunder which 
the Lord your God gives you.  
15) Thus you shall do to all the cities which are very far from you, which are not 
of the cities of these nations.  
16) "But of the cities of these peoples which the Lord your God gives you as an 
inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive,  
17) but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the Lord your 
God has commanded you,  
18) lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have 
done for their gods, and you sin against the Lord your God. (NKJV) 

 
Notice what he originally had told them to do, “If you trust in Me and you consistently 
obey Me, I’m going to drive them out with hornets.  I’m going to make life so unpleasant 
for them they’re all just going to flee to get out of here.  And then you’ll be able to walk 
in and take over.”  Well, Israel wouldn’t consistently obey Him, trusted in themselves.  
And He says, “Okay, if you’re going to want to do it that way, then you’re going to have 
to go in and kill everything that breathes,” specifically in the nations where they were 
going to live because this was a very evil people.  If you go through even Leviticus 
where it goes through the laws of sexuality, listing all the immoral behaviors to avoid, at 
the end of this it says, “The people that you go to inherit their land, they do all of these 
things and more.”  In other words, they had a very carnal, very pagan society. 
 
And He knew if they basically intermixed with these people, it was going to be a 
multiculturalism situation.  You hear of multicultural movement today, to basically accept 
everybody’s way of life and it’s all equal.  That’s basically what would have happened.  
And honestly what did happen because even with these rules of go out and wipe 
everyone else out, they didn’t consistently do this either.  Because if you read through 
the examples, they went through the military and conquered, but they didn’t successfully 
follow through on this.  So what they wound up doing was, again, taking on the culture, 
the religion, the practices of the other people there and wound up losing the Promised 
Land eventually anyway.  So, even with both routes He gave them, in neither case did 



Israel consistently obey and follow through to their end of the deal because that’s what 
the real problem was.  He was dealing with a hard-hearted people. 
 
Even after defining rules of war, we can see from how God handled King David, it 
wasn’t like He had no problem with bloodshed, that He had no problem with killing 
because if you’ll turn with me over to 1 Chronicles chapter 22, we’ll see a statement that 
God made to King David specifically over the fact of the bloodshed that David had done 
in his lifetime.  
 
As we know David is a major hero in the Bible.  He is described as a man after God’s 
own heart and he was king over Israel.  He at one point desired to build a temple for 
God.  He wanted to build a house for the Lord because he looked and saw that he lived 
in a great palace.  He wanted to build a house for God and he had this desire.  Well, 
God wouldn’t let him do it.  God let him prepare for it and make preparations for this but 
He wouldn’t let him follow through.  Now let’s notice why He did that.   Chronicles 22:8: 
 

1 Chronicles 22:8.  but the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 'You have 
shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall not build a house for My 
name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight.  
9) Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give 
him rest from all his enemies all around. His name shall be Solomon, for I will 
give peace and quietness to Israel in his days.  
10) He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his 
Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.' (NKJV) 

 
In other words, when David expressed the desire, “I’d like to build a house for God.  I’d 
like to do this to honor you,” God said, “No.  I’m not letting you do it because you’ve 
killed too many people.  You’ve shed too much blood and I’m not going to allow you to 
do that.  You can make preparations for it, but I’m going to pass it onto your son 
Solomon, because there will be peace in his time and he won’t be guilty of all of the 
killing that you have done.” 
 
So you can see in this even when God made the concession of allowing rules of war, 
telling Israel, “If you want to do it on your own, you’re going to have to go in and just 
slaughter everybody”, even though He allowed this, it wasn’t like He was totally okay 
with this.  Because, again, why would He turn around and tell David, “You can’t build a 
temple because of this” if it was all okay and God had no issue with it?  He’s making a 
concession with them just like He did with the issue of divorce and remarriage where He 
told them, “Look, from the beginning this was not how it was, but because I was dealing 
with a carnal, hard-hearted society, I allowed this.  But now that the spirit is being made 
available, we’re going back to the rules as they originally were,” because His original 
intention was not for Israel to go to war and to do all this bloodshed. 
 
In fact, even after establishing the rules of war in this, we find examples in the Old 
Testament when Israel specifically would try to obey God and look to Him to be the 



protector, He followed through on the end of the deal of being an adversary to their 
adversaries, to fighting for them and letting them hold their peace. 
 
To look at an example of that, turn with me over to the Book of Isaiah, chapter 37.  We’ll 
look at the example of King Hezekiah of Judah.  It’s Isaiah 37 and we’re going to start in 
verse 14, but let me just summarize some history leading up to this.  Now Hezekiah was 
king over Judah and as we can see from the Bible, Hezekiah had a good track record.  
God in general was pretty happy with him because when Hezekiah takes office, he 
basically goes and destroys the pagan idols.  He tries to get rid of pagan worship in 
Judah and get the people focused on following God and obeying His instructions the 
best that he can.  That’s Hezekiah’s track record because it speaks well that he followed 
God to the best of his ability. 
 
What happens later is there is an Assyrian King named Sennacherib and he’s out 
conquering all the areas around.  He’s just taking over everybody that takes him on and 
at one point he comes up against Jerusalem. He sends a letter to Hezekiah, mocking 
God, saying, “Guys, why don’t you just do the smart thing and just give up?  Just 
surrender to me right upfront because my army’s kicked everybody’s rear ends.  We’re 
coming in here.  No one’s god has been able to defeat me.  And my army’s going to 
slaughter you.  So, why don’t you just give up now and don’t have faith in your god and 
just become my servants?  And we’ll call it even here and you won’t have to be just 
slaughtered.” 
 
Well Hezekiah reads this but he winds up turning to God to be his protector.  If we look 
here in Isaiah 37:14: 
 

Isaiah 37:14.  And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the 
messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and 
spread it before the Lord.  
15) Then Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, saying:  
16) "O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, 
You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made 
heaven and earth.  
17) Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and 
hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.  
18) Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their 
lands,  
19) and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were not gods, but the work of 
men's hands — wood and stone. Therefore they [have] destroyed them.  
20) Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that You are the Lord, You alone." (NKJV) 

 
Now look at Hezekiah’s solution to this.  He’s turning to God.  He goes to God and says, 
“Look, we can’t take this guy on.  We’re not going to fight him.  I’m asking you to 
intervene and take care of this for us.” 
 



What we read there in Exodus 23 was what God had said: “If you consistently obey Me 
and you follow what I’m saying and what I tell you to do, I will be an adversary to your 
adversaries.  I will fight for you and you shall hold your peace.”  Well, Hezekiah’s track 
record is he had done everything he could to lead Judah in trying to obey God.  And 
what he is doing is he’s now looking to God to fight his battles for them, to be the 
adversary of their adversaries and to deliver them.  God follows through on that.  
Hezekiah and Judah don’t have to lift a finger to fight back because God intervenes and 
defeats the army for them. 
 
Now what happens next here is we’re going to skip over part of the rest of the story 
here, but God basically sends Isaiah back as an answer to Hezekiah’s prayer to tell him 
what God’s answer is.  We’ll pick up here in verse 33.  We’ll see the answer that God 
gave to Hezekiah after making this prayer. 
 

33) Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: 'He shall not 
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor 
build a siege mound against it.  
34) By the way that he came, by the same shall he return; and he shall not come 
into this city,' says the Lord.  
35) 'For I will defend this city, to save it For My own [name’s] sake and for My 
servant David's sake.'"  
36) Then the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians 
one hundred and eighty-five thousand; … (NKJV) 

 
This was a huge slaughter.  And Judah didn’t have to do this themselves.  God sent an 
angel to do this.  He fought for them. 
 

36b) … and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses — 
all dead.  
37) So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, 
and remained at Nineveh.  
38) Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer [his sons] struck him down with the 
sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat. Then Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in his place. (NKJV) 

 
Now notice Sennacherib came out with an army that had wiped out every other nation 
they had taken against.  They were kind of undefeatable.  It was just kind of the 
equivalent today of having the US Army come after you because if you look around the 
world, we have probably the strongest military force that’s there.  And basically they 
[Judah] were in this situation where this superior army is coming after them, has 
surrounded them, and they’ve wiped out everybody else they’ve taken on. 
 
So what Hezekiah winds up doing, he doesn’t say, “Hey, let’s all arm Judah and fight 
back.”  He goes and turns to God and says, “Please, you be our deliverer.  You take 
care of us and deliver us from this problem.”  And God does.  He sends an angel out 



and wipes out 185,000 of their troops to where Sennacherib gets up the next morning 
and goes, “We just better go home and get out of here.  We’re up against something we 
can’t deal with.”  So he packs up and goes home.  And God even then wipes him out 
individually after he gets home because God basically follows through on what He 
exactly said—“If you consistently look to Me and obey Me, I will intervene.  I will fight 
your battles for you and you won’t have to do this.” 
 
If Ancient Israel had followed through on their end of it, this is what God had intended 
them to do.  It wasn’t for them to go to war.  It was for God to be their protector for them.  
But, as we know from history, they had a horrible reputation for following through and 
doing what God told them to do.  And, as a result of them being hard-hearted, God 
basically made concessions with this. 
 
But, as we see if we look now into the New Testament, what we’re going to see here is 
similar to divorce and re-marriage.  Christ goes back to what the original rules were just 
like He told them with divorce and re-marriage.  This wasn’t the original intention, but 
now that the spirit is being made available and it’s a New Covenant arrangement, we’re 
going back to what the original rules were.  Because if we look over at the Sermon on 
the Mount, it’s one of the first sermons that Christ gave here, you can see He addresses 
this particular subject.  It’s Matthew 5 and verse 21.  He says: 
 

Matthew 5:21.  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not 
murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.'  
22) But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in 
danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.  
23) Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you,  
24) leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  
25) Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest 
your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, 
and you be thrown into prison.  
26) Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have 
paid the last penny. (NKJV) 

 
Now notice here one of the big differences between the Old Covenant and the New 
Covenant.  In the Old Covenant arrangement, again, it was just a physical deal.  It was 
basically physical promises for physical obedience.  And, basically just fulfilling the 
commandment of “Thou shalt not kill” as long as they didn’t directly kill somebody—that 
fulfilled that commandment.  Here Christ is raising this to an issue of the heart saying, 
“It’s not good enough just to not kill somebody.  You can’t hate them in your heart.  You 
can’t harbor resentment towards them because that’s committing murder in your heart.” 
 
Now think about that.  How could you go to war and fight against someone else if you 
don’t wind up hating your enemy?  You’re going to need that anger, those emotions, to 



fuel those actions to do that.  You can’t fulfill that and do this.  They’re directly 
incompatible with each other. 
 
What we’re going to see here is that the New Covenant not only raises it to the issue of 
you can’t hate others, it goes even a step further.  It commands us to love our enemy.  
It’s probably one of the most difficult things for us as Christians to do, to love those who 
are being evil to you. 
 
In Matthew 5:43, you can see Christ addressing this concept. 
 

Matthew 5:43.  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.'  
44) But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you,  
45) that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  
46) For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same?  
47) And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do 
not even the tax collectors do so?  
48) Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
(NKJV) 

 
What it’s telling us here is that you don’t go to war against your enemy.  You should love 
your enemy and be good to them.  And let God be the Avenger who takes them on.  
That’s easy to say and hard to do because as carnal human beings that’s not what we 
want to do.  We want to harbor resentment toward them.  We want to get even with 
people.  That’s just our carnal human nature. 
 
But He’s telling us that’s not the philosophy we should take as New Covenant 
Christians.  We should be taking a philosophy of showing love and being a pacifist, not 
trying to avenge against our enemies, to be good to them.  And let God work that out.  
Let Him basically administer the justice is what He’s telling us. 
 
Turn with me over to Romans chapter 12.  You’ll see Paul addressing this same subject 
in more detail here.  It’s Romans 12 and verse 17.  It says: 
 

Romans 12:17.  Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the 
sight of all men.  
18) If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  
19) Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  
20) Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."   
21) Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NKJV) 



 
This totally goes against our physical carnal mindset because our thought is kind of like 
what Christ was saying—“You can love your neighbor; you hate your enemy.”  That 
seems logical and normal to us.  Well, He’s saying, “No.  I want you to have a Godly 
approach with this where you’re loving your enemy.  You’re being good to those who 
are being evil to you.”  Again, that’s easy to say and very hard to do. 
 
But when you think about that, how can you go to war with someone else and be 
fulfilling this?  They’re in direct contradiction with each other.  How do you even use 
lethal force against others and fulfill this?  If you are repaying no man evil and you do 
good for them and let God handle that, that puts you in a position of being pacifist.  And 
that’s what you’re going to find throughout the New Testament—solid examples of all of 
this. 
 
In fact, the only example you can find in the New Testament of one of the apostles or 
other heroes of the Bible trying to use lethal force even in self-defense you can find over 
in Matthew chapter 26.  Christ teaches us an interesting lesson with this.  It’s Matthew 
chapter 26 and we’ll start reading in verse 47.  Now understand the context of this is at 
the end of Christ’s ministry when He’s basically being taken captive here to be tried and 
tortured and eventually murdered. 
 

Matthew 26:47.  And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the 
twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests 
and elders of the people.  
48) Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the 
One; seize Him."  
49) Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed 
Him.  
50) But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came and 
laid hands on Jesus and took Him.  
51) And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and 
drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. (NKJV) 

 
Now if we read other accounts of the gospels, this is the apostle Peter who is doing this.  
As you can imagine, Peter was, as a friend of mine loved to put it, he was the “ready, 
fire, aim” kind of guy in the group.  He was the one who acted before he thought 
because he was the type A personality. 
 
But notice what’s happening here.  These guys have all come with swords and with 
clubs.  They’re basically armed marauders coming to take Christ.  And we know what 
their intention was because they took Him off later.  He’s arrested.  He’s tortured.  He’s 
murdered. 
 
And here we have the apostle Peter now using lethal force basically in self-defense 
coming after him.  And it says he cut off the guy’s ear.  Now if you think about this—this 
is certainly speculation but—just logically think about the scene here.  If he’s slinging a 



sword at him and he cuts the guy’s ear off, what most likely happened was this guy 
ducked because Peter was probably coming to take his entire head off.  That’s probably 
what he was swinging at logically with the sword and the guy ducks and he catches his 
ear and cuts his ear off. 
 
But notice what Christ’s instructions and how He handles the situation in verse 52. 
 

52) But Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword.  
53) Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels?  
54) How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?"  
55) In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, "Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the 
temple, and you did not seize Me.  
56) But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." 
Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled. (NKJV) 

 
In other words, they all saw this.  They got scared and they scattered. 
 
But notice what’s happening here.  This is a violent attack.  These guys are all coming 
to seize Him and we know what their intention is because they wind up arresting Him.  
He’s tortured and He’s murdered.  And here Peter is basically using lethal force in self-
defense to stop this and Christ corrects him and says, “Put the sword away.  Don’t do it 
that way.  Don’t you realize that God could step in and take care of all of this?  I’m 
trusting in Him and in His will.  Don’t do this.”  And Christ voluntarily goes along knowing 
what’s about to happen to Him.  Remember He’s the God of the Old Testament.  He’s 
the one who inspired Isaiah and others to prophesy what was going to happen.  He 
knows in detail what’s about to take place to Him. 
 
But notice alternatively if you turn over to John chapter 18, Christ even addresses the 
issue of why His followers, why the others of the apostles and others that followed Him 
didn’t take up arms to go defend Him and to prevent this from happening.  It’s John 18; 
we’ll start in verse 36.  Now this is before Pilate because Christ has already been taken 
off by the guys that came after Him.  He’s been arrested and He’s before Pilate in 
having this conversation. 
 

John 18:36.  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 
were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."  
37) Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You 
say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have 
come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice." (NKJV) 

 



So notice what He’s directly answering here.  He’s explaining why His followers didn’t 
take up swords and clubs and arms and go in to defend Him to prevent this from 
happening.  And He says, “My servants don’t do that.” 
 
But He also covers another concept here.  He said, “My Kingdom is not of this world.  If 
it was, My servants would fight, but it’s not.”  Because you see this covers another 
concept of why the Church of God has always taken the stance of not being involved 
not only in the militaries of the countries we live in, but even being involved in the 
government in the politics of this world.  As He mentions, “My Kingdom is not of this 
world.”  Because what we’re going to see here in a moment is when we become 
converted Christians and receive God’s holy spirit, our citizenship is not primarily of the 
country that we live in.  Our citizenship becomes that of the Kingdom of God.  Now we 
don’t inherit that kingdom fully until the resurrection, but He’s saying that’s where our 
citizenship is. 
 
So turn with me over to Philippians chapter 3 and we’ll see where Paul directly explains 
this very concept.  It’s Philippians 3 and verse 20. 
 

Philippians 3:20.  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 
wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  
21) who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 
body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to 
Himself. (NKJV) 

 
We don’t really inherit the Kingdom of God you can say until the resurrection because 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.  But it’s saying here that “our 
citizenship is in heaven.”  It’s under that kingdom because the Kingdom of God is the 
family of God. 
 
But if you follow that logic, it’s similar to an ambassador of another country.  Say, for 
example, there’s a foreign embassy in Washington, D.C. representing another country 
regardless of what that country is.  And there is an ambassador living there representing 
that country.  That ambassador doesn’t get involved in our elections, doesn’t get 
involved in our politics, doesn’t fight in our military because they’re a citizen of another 
country.  They’re physically living here but they’re not really an American citizen in that 
regard. 
 
Well, this is a similar concept.  He’s saying that our citizenship becomes a part of the 
Kingdom of God (not fully inheriting that until the resurrection), but that we don’t get 
involved in the governments of this world for that reason.  That’s why Christ said, “My 
servants would fight but My kingdom is not of this world and that’s why they’re not doing 
this.”  Again, that’s another reason why we’ve always taken the stance of not being 
involved in the military, but even beyond that not being involved in the politics of 
whatever nation that we’re involved in or its government because our citizenship is not 
primarily in whatever country we live in.  It is a part of the Kingdom of God. 
 



To get back to the subject of lethal force in self-defense, turn with me over to Acts 
chapter 7.  We’ll look at another example.  This is something that if you look all 
throughout the New Testament, you’ll find a very consistent picture of, you might say, a 
stance of pacifism on this particular subject.  It’s Acts 7.  Now, we’re picking up in a 
context here where a deacon named Stephen is giving a sermon that does not go over 
well with the crowd at all.  They have a very hostile response and wind up killing him 
after him giving it, but this is Acts chapter 7 and verse 54. 
 

Acts 7:54.  When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed at him with their teeth.  
55) But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,  
56) and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!"  
57) Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with 
one accord;  
58) and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
59) And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit."  
60) Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge 
them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. (NKJV) 

 
In other words, he died.  They stoned him and they killed him.  But notice his reaction in 
this.  He’s giving a sermon and the people are basically violently reacting to the things 
that he had said.  And they wind up stoning and killing him.  No where in the account do 
you hear “And Stephen pulled out a sword and he fought back.”  Or, “The church 
members that saw this happening, they all took up clubs and swords and they 
intervened to protect Stephen.”  You don’t see that happening. 
 
What you do see happening is Stephen following Christ and Paul’s instructions of loving 
your enemy and being good to them.  Because I mean it’s hard to even wrap our minds 
around as carnal human beings but in the act of them killing him, what’s this guy doing?  
He’s praying, “Don’t charge them with this sin.”  He’s being good to those who are 
actively killing him.  That is incredible conversion.  Because, if you think about that, 
that’s hard for us as carnal human beings to wrap our mind around to be able to handle 
it like that. 
 
But if you look throughout the New Testament, now you notice that almost all the 
original apostles met violent deaths.  They all wound up being martyred for what they 
believed in.  That’s just what the record of history tells us.  But you notice in not one 
single example do you find the story where “John and James and Peter (and whoever it 
was) took a sword and they fought back and they died fighting the battle with them”.  
That never happens.  You find out that they were all martyred for what they believed in.  
Nor do you ever see an example of “The church all took up arms; then they organized a 



militia and they went back and fought for these guys.”  It just isn’t there.  You don’t see 
that example anywhere. 
 
In fact, if you look at the example of the apostle Paul, he lists out a number of the 
severe trials he had gone through.  I just want you to notice the first couple of scriptures 
here because what we’re going to see here is nine different references here to nine 
different violent attacks that Paul suffered through throughout the time of his ministry.  
And again, 2 Corinthians 11, we’ll start in verse 24. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:24.  From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus 
one.  
25) Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;  
26) in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  
27) in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness —   
28) besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all 
the churches. (NKJV) 

 
As you can see here, Paul didn’t have an easy life.  As an apostle, he went through a lot 
of adversity.  He went through a lot of suffering that he endured through his life. 
 
But if you notice in those first couple of verses he says five times he received lashes, he 
said “forty … minus one.”  He was basically being beaten with a whip.  He said, “Three 
times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned.”  Add that up.  That’s nine different 
violent attacks that this guy suffered.  And you know in the stoning, they stoned people 
to kill them.  This was an obvious attempt to murder the guy. 
 
Do you notice never in his example does it say, “And he whipped out a sword or a club 
and he fought back”?  Because if he was going to be looking for himself to do that…  
Think about this guy’s life.  Nine different times you go through violent attacks.  If you’re 
going to be looking to yourself to be protecting yourself, what would he be logically 
doing?  He’d be packing a dagger.  He’d be having a sword that he’d be carrying with 
him everywhere.  “I’m getting tired of getting beat up!  And I’m going to look to protect 
myself to keep this from happening.”  I mean wouldn’t logically this be what a physical 
human being would do?  After you’ve been through that a few times, “I want to stop this 
movie from playing out again,” but realize, if you look at his example, he was looking to 
God to protect him. 
 
And another important thing to realize is in the promises to Ancient Israel in the Old 
Testament, realize that was physical obedience for physical promises.  In other words, if 
Israel consistently obeyed, what God was promising them was “I will make your life a 
physical utopia.  I’ll basically take pain and suffering out of your life and make your 
physical life wonderful,” because He’s not offering them salvation. 



 
In our case, when salvation is on the table, it’s a different ballgame.  Now you’re told 
that even if you’re righteous, you are going to face adversity.  You are going to have to 
suffer.  You’re going to have to suffer at times even when you’ve done right because 
this is not about just your physical comfort and your physical survival.  This is about 
salvation and developing God’s mind and God’s character because the ultimate 
objective here at the end is to make you a God-being and to give you omnipotent power 
and to do that we have to have someone with God’s character and His mind to do this. 
So you have to put that factor involved in this because it’s not just about physical 
survival. 
 
And if it is, guys like Stephen got ripped off.  They got killed!  Their life is over.  But 
realize what he was looking for was not just his physical survival and his comfort now.  
He was looking at a reward in the Kingdom of God.  So, he’s looking at this, “If I follow 
God’s instructions and I’m stoned and I’m killed, that’s okay because I’m going to come 
up in the first resurrection.  And I’m going to have spirit body that I don’t feel pain 
anymore and I get to live forever as a God-being.  So if I lose my life today, that’s okay, 
because of what I’m ultimately going to receive.”  Again, it wasn’t just about his physical 
life and his physical comfort.  And that’s important to realize in the New Covenant. 
 
As I mentioned from the beginning, to look to a God that you cannot see, that you’re 
trusting in to be your protector, requires faith.  But again, in the New Covenant that faith 
isn’t just always that as long as I obey God, He’s always going to take pain and 
suffering out of my life and protect me.  That may also mean faith that He’s going to 
deliver me through things that may end my life that I may wind up losing my life in 
obeying with this, but it’s the faith that when I come up in the resurrection, I get a reward 
and an inheritance that lasts forever.” 
 
So, to have an accurate view of that faith, let’s finish up here by reading through part of 
Hebrews chapter 11.  It’s oftentimes referred to as the faith chapter.  I also like to refer 
to it as the spiritual hall of fame because the heroes of faith are all the individuals that 
are listed.  We’re going to skip over a good bit of the chapter here, but if we pick up here 
in Hebrews 11 and verse 32, it says: 
 

Hebrews 11:32.  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the 
prophets:  
33) who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  
34) quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.  
35) Women received their dead raised to life again. … (NKV) 

 
Now, notice the things that we’ve just read through there.  Those are the things that we 
love to focus on in terms of faith.  You know people being delivered.  Your adversaries 



are pushed away.  The pain and suffering is taken out of your life.  Those are the 
positive encouraging stories we like to focus on. 
 
But that’s not all that faith means.  Sometimes faith is trusting in God to deliver you 
through adversity and suffering and even to the point of losing your life.  Let’s continue 
reading the rest of this.  We’ll pick up in the second sentence here in verse 35. 
 

35b) … Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. (NKJV) 

 
Notice that their focus was on their inheritance when they’re spiritually resurrected.  Not 
upon their physical lives.  In verse 36: 
 

36) Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 
imprisonment.  
37) They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented —   
38) of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
in dens and caves of the earth.  
39) And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive 
the promise,  
40) God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made 
perfect apart from us. (NKJV) 

 
In other words, he’s referring to the fact that all of those who have died in the faith get 
raised to their inheritance at the first resurrection at the same time of all those who were 
living at that time.  They all receive it together. 
 
But notice what the focus was.  It wasn’t just upon their physical protection of their lives 
today. It was upon obtaining salvation because part of the contract that we entered into 
at baptism is you may have to give your life for this.  That may be required of you.  You 
may have to die for what you believe in.  So, again, the focus is not upon just protecting 
our physical lives and our physical comfort at this time.  It’s giving our lives for God 
realizing that the real payoff here is not our physical protection.  It’s upon salvation and 
an eternal life that we receive in the Kingdom of God, we inherit that at the resurrection.  
That becomes our entire focus. 
 
And that’s an important thing to realize because in the New Covenant, it’s not as simple 
as “As long as I obey God, He’ll always protect me and He’ll always take away my 
adversaries.  And I won’t have to suffer any pain or I’m not going to have to lose my 
life.”  No, in the New Covenant you might, because the rules change when the holy 
spirit enters the picture.  Because then adversity and suffering and suffering as Christ 
suffered now becomes a requirement in the contract.  It’s clearly stated as a 
requirement for salvation. 
 



So, when you look at this particular subject, realize that God isn’t inconsistent.  When 
He started off with Ancient Israel, His original intent was for them to be pacifists and not 
to go to war as well.  He directly gave them that option.  He told them, “If you will stand 
still and see the deliverance of the Lord, you will faithfully obey Me, then I will be an 
enemy to your enemies.  I will fight your battles for you.  You won’t have to do this.  I’ll 
take care of it all for you and you’ll just enjoy the benefits.”  Well, Israel never followed 
through on that.  So, it wound up that He wound up giving them the Promised Land by 
having them go to battle, having them to fight it physically themselves.  And, of course, 
they didn’t faithfully follow through those instructions either because they didn’t follow 
through on all of that.  So, they eventually lost the Promised Land. 
 
But the point of what I’m getting at is that it isn’t that God was completely okay with 
bloodshed then and wants pacifism now.  He wanted them basically to let Him be the 
avenger, the one who administers justice, and for them to stand still and see the 
deliverance of the Lord.  But certainly if we look at it from our perspective today as New 
Covenant Christians, that’s the instructions we’re given because, again, you see a very 
consistent picture in the New Testament.  From Christ’s instructions, to Paul’s 
instructions, to the examples of all of those who lived, never do you see any heroes of 
the New Testament using lethal force in self-defense.  We see one example of it and 
Christ corrects that and says, “He who lives by the sword shall die by the sword,” 
because in the New Covenant the just must live by faith.  We have to look to God to be 
our protector and, not only that, but also to deliver us, and to trust in Him even if that 
means suffering for Him, even if that means giving our lives because our focus in the 
New Covenant is not our physical protection.  It’s on the Kingdom of God. 


